FROM THE CAPE TO CAIRO            157
along at some u miles an hour. The contract for
carrying the railway to the opposite bank was secured
by the firm entrusted with the overhauling of the Atbara
bridges and it is a noble work of its class. The river
being navigable, facilities had to be provided to permit
vessels to pass up and down. This end was met by intro-
ducing an electrically operated rolling lift span working
like a drawbridge. To enable railway construction to
be carried on while the river was being negotiated a
temporary timber bridge was thrown across the waterway.
While this was in progress the power of the waters rushing
through this tributary when in flood was emphasised in
no uncertain manner. A considerable quantity of scaffold-
ing intended for the support of the steel bridge during
erection was torn up and hurried down-stream.
When Sennar was gained, a deviation directly eastward
was made in order to gain El Obeid, which is the centre
of the gum trade, one of the most prosperous and expand-
ing industries of the Upper Sudan. Owing to its more
convenient situation on the main river, Omdurman always
has been the market for this article, the supplies being
conveyed across country by camel caravan. It is generally
considered that now El Obeid has been gained by the
railway, that the decadence of Omdurman is certain, but
though this may be inevitable up to a point, the town is
always bound to command a certain position of importance
inasmuch as it is the centre of a considerable pilgrim
traffic.
On the advance to El Obeid the bridging of the Whitt
Nile had to be carried out, and here again British engineer-
ing triumphed, for the contract was awarded to the builders
of the Khartoum bridge. This firm, with these two Nile
bridges and the Victoria Bridge across the Zambesi, may
be said to have imprinted their name indelibly in Africa
In connection with bridge-engineering. The point of cross-
ing is Goz Abu Guma, and owing to the erratic ^character
of the White Nile its design occupied considerable delibera-
tion. This river is sluggish both in time of flood and in